Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 17th June 2020. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: 83747683165 Password: 444196. The meeting commenced at 7.32pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn –Vice-chairman
R Simmons
C Elworthy
H Williams

Cllr A Bowles 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
A Greason
J Dean-Kimili

Cllr D Simmons
051/20 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
052/20 Public Participation
There was no formal public participation but the deputy Clerk of Faversham TC attended to observe the meeting, entering the meeting at 8.07pm.  The Chairman explained the procedures of the virtual meeting.
053/20 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th May 2020.
054/20 Matters arising
PFCA – Community Hall:-There had been no further update since the May meeting. 

19/506013/OUT Brogdale Collections planning application for a new visitor centre:- The neighbours at Brogdale Farm cottages had not received notification of the planning application. Action: The Chairman is to follow this up with the planning officer.

Highway Matters: - The white lines at the Plumford Lane junction had yet to be marked up. There had been some improvement in the gully situation at the bottom of Dark Hill but there was more work needed.  The Chairman had contacted Andy Watson about the improvement of the passing bay along Porters Lane.  Initial design work had indicated that the work would cost between £5,000-8,000, but there was a lack of funds at KCC for such work. Andy Watson had suggested contacting a county councillor about the members highway fund.  Action: Chairman to follow up with KHS

Highway Drainage on the Brogdale Road:- It is not yet certain when roadside markers to stop traffic driving on the verge would be installed; the work would be done by the developers.

Lighting: - In regards to the problem with the some of the new LED lamps not working. Ken Bonner was still waiting to hear from the suppliers.  Cllr H Williams had been researching alternative streetlighting contractors.  One supplier had been in contact who has a contract with another parish council.  A review of OPC’s existing contract with the supplier would need to carried out in order to judge whether other companies could provide better value for money.
Action: The Chairman to look out the contract with the existing maintenance company
Action: The Chairman to check whether the UKPN work for the new supply to Column L is contestable.

Playground equipment:-The new climbing frame had been installed. The safety matting surface was not encased with a wooden edging as this is now deemed to be a potential tripping hazard. The Chairman would monitor the roll back of the grass.  It was agreed that it would not be necessary for the Chairman to accompany the RoSpa inspector on the annual inspection. The sub contractor used by Wicksteed and another used by Swale BC may be able to carry out any maintenance work required.

GDPR:- Cllr C Elworthy had emailed the new parish councillor email addresses to all councillors. He briefly explained how the email accounts worked.  Cllr C Elworthy would let the Clerk know when to send emails to the new accounts.

Gypsy and Traveller issues:- Action: Chair to contact Cllr David Simmons about the Swale BC’s resources in the Enforcement department and lack of action, including on this important matter.

Rural Lanes:-Cllr B Flynn reported that he had been in contact with a second highways consultant who had advised that he had previously carried out work for developers in the area.  Despite this consideration it was agreed that it would be worth obtaining a quote, but that any commitment to hiring a consultant should wait until traffic is back up to normal levels.  The parish council discussed recent incidents of misuse of the rural lanes including the blocking of Porters Lane by a lorry belonging to a contractor engaged by KCC for highway work and a scaffolding truck; the latter had cut the corner of Porters Lane and Whitehill, causing significant damage to David Simmons’ wall.  Photographic evidence had been obtained by Cllr D Simmons and a resident.  
Action: Cllr B Flynn to obtain another quote from the 2nd and a 3rd highway consultant. 
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles. 
The council also discussed the dangerous parking on the A251 and cars blocking the A251 end of Porters Lane from people visiting the poppy field opposite Porters Lane.  As the area falls within Sheldwich parish  it was agreed that the council should contact Sheldwich PC before emailing KCC about the incident  and requesting that measures to be taken to prevent it happening next year.  Cllr B Flynn also suggested that it be put as an agenda item for this time next year. 
Action: The Chairman/Clerk to draft a letter to the Clerk & Chair of Sheldwich PC
Cllr A Bowles would send the Clerk the Chairman of Sheldwich PC’s email address.

Cllr C Elworthy reported that Plumford Lane was increasingly being used by ambulances on emergencies following their satnavs,  and offered to write to the emergency services about this.

Maison Dieu:-The Chairman had contacted Penny Fenton who had said that there may not be further updates for a while as the incorporation process was a slow one.

055/20 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits as there were still two vacancies to be filled.
056/20 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations approval for 2020
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 
057/20 Planning 

Syndale Park: proposal for Residential/Care Home:-The planning agent had been invited to attend the meeting but had been unable to do so.  The current proposal is a revisit of a previous application made in 2008 but without the hotel element. The parish council have a number of planning and general points to put to the agent and would like further details. Comments made included:

The proposed building would lie entirely within the Syndale Conservation Area which is an issue, as is how the building will lie within that landscape.

There is a lot of archeological significance at Syndale and that would need to be carefully dealt with as part of a successful application.

The building would greatly increase the size of the built up area that currently exists at Syndale and would encroach on a beautiful, greenfield site with mature trees some of which would have to be felled.

The height of the building is concerning in relation to existing buildings and affects the visibility of the existing buildings. The proposed building would be sited on a high point overlooking the valley potentially affecting its visibility from several directions. 

There are several highway issues. It appears that the care home would be adopting the existing entrance which is far from ideal in terms of visibility onto the A2.  There are further access concerns; there is a potential risk that the farm access onto the A2 further to the east, coming out near the roundabout, could be proposed as another access/egress.  

The council would like to know if the applicant has considered the impact of COVID 19 on care homes and their operations.

There will be a care home on the Perry Court site in the near future and the demand for another care home is questioned, as well as its viability.

The proposed large care home would put significant demands on the local care system.

Action: The Clerk to send Cllr A Bowles emails with the details of the application

Planning applications for consideration:- The Clerk had circulated the planning list prior to the meeting.

20/502247/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Materials Schedule subject to 18/503057/FULL. No Comment.

Planning applications pending:
20/501829/FULL Oaks Cottage Abbots Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RR.  Replacement of existing workshop and outbuildings, with three stables boxes, hay and feed store.

20/501943/FULL. 1 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB. Erection of a two storey boat shed at the rear of garden in location of former shed and greenhouse.

19/505888/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA . Conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. 

19/505890/LBC Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Listed Building Consent for conversion / refurbishment of barns to provide 3 dwellings, new garage building; demolition of farmyard structures; and hard and soft landscaping works. 

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm.

19/505616/FULL The Coach House Abbots Hill Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RR.  Demolition of existing Conservatory. Erection of single storey rear and side extension.  Revised plans.

19/506038/REM Land Fronting Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EG.  Reserved matters of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, including external lighting and pedestrian crossing following an outline application 18/500041/OUT for erection of a new Community Hall, outside recreational facilities and car parking. 

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works. Revised plans.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. 

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH. Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms.

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1).
20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY. Erection of 58 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure, and the realignment of drive and parking for the Oasthouse.
20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  
20/501031/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA .Submission of details pursuant to condition 6 - (Noise Levels) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. 

20/500398/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to condition 14 (Details and cross sections of the amenity bund) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

20/501345/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 23 and 25 (Surface Water Drainage) Subject to 18/502735/FULL 

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

20/501233/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 5 (Crime Prevention through Environmental Design) Condition 6 (Energy Efficiency) Condition 12 Covered Cycle Storage Facilities) Condition 16 (Details of Existing Trees/Hedges) Condition 17 (Hard and Soft Landscaping) Condition 18 (Soft Landscape Works) Condition 37 (Mitigation Strategy for all Protected Species) and Condition 38 (Ecological Enhancements) Subject to 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. 

20/500701/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA  Submission of details pursuant to Condition 4 - (details of existing and proposed site levels and finished floor levels), Condition 9 (details of Renewable Energy measures), Condition 10 (details of electric vehicle charging facilities), Condition 12 (details of both hard and soft landscape works) and Condition 20 (Construction Method Statement) in relation to planning permission 18/503057/FULL.

19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/500844/FULL Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of 3 no. houses with parking and gardens. (Resubmission 19/504178/FULL 
There are also a number of other extant Perry Court planning applications.
Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. 
SBC Decisions:
19/504117/FULL  Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Erection of a veteran's horticultural rehabilitation, social and community building. Approved.

20/500446/FULL Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU The replacement of 24 no. external light fittings and the installation of 13 no. new external light fittings.  Approved.

20/501397/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA  Non-material amendment application in relation to planning permission 18/502735/FULL: - Relocation of the footpath within the application site boundary to link up with the pedestrian crossing on Ashford Road as constructed, as amended by drawing 4475-P-200-D received on 19/05/20.Permitted.
20/501690/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 7 (Construction and Environmental Method Statement) and Condition 21 (Foundation Designs) Subject to 18/502735/FULL Permitted.
20/501700/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA. Non-material amendment application to planning permission 17/506603/REM -(1) Retain double sales garage in situ while retaining single driveway to plot 3. (2) Introduce Marshalls Driveline 50 block paving to the driveways to plots 86-91, 95, 103-105, 131, 186-201, 206-211, 221-249, 251-265, 280-284, 291-292, 301-306 and 6 no. visitor spaces. (3) Replace screen walls with Closeboard fence to plots 52, 56, 74, 86-87, 92, 94-98, 105-106, 109, 130, 175-177, 180-182, 186-187, 190-191, 194-195, 202, 208-209, 222, 224-225, 236-237, 244-245, 247-250, 252-255, 291-292, 294 and 297-302 Permitted.

20/501690/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 7 (Construction and Environmental Method Statement) and Condition 21 (Foundation Designs) Subject to 18/502735/FULL. Permitted.

20/501635/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to conditions 37 (mitigation strategy for all protected species) and 38 (ecological enhancement scheme) of application 18/502735/FULL.  Permitted.
058/20 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a Bank Reconciliation as at 3rd June 2020 and budget monitoring document.
The Chairman reported that the Wicksteed invoice had been received and asked the council to approve the cheque for the climbing frame.

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
[bookmark: _Hlk28889886]Chq no 1471 To K Lockwood for reimbursement for Zoom subscription for June meeting £14.39 incl VAT
Chq no 1472 To K Lockwood – Clerk’s wages 	£609.60
Chq no 1473 To A Keel – general expenses £20.00
Chq no 1474 To Wicksteed Leisure Ltd. for Climbing frame & installation £7,540.07 incl VAT

Receipts: - A VAT reclaim for £651.49

Allotment Account
Payments for Approval: - None

EDF bills:- nothing to report.
[bookmark: _Hlk28803521]The Clerk reported the following items:
OPC has spent less on Audit as the council decided to exempt itself from External Audit
Streetlights have notified us that they will only be sending statements and invoices via email from now on.
Cllr B Flynn suggested that the parish council should consider moving to online banking.
Action: Cllr B Flynn to investigate the process of moving to online banking
Action: The Clerk to send Cllr B Flynn bank account details
059/20 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.  
060/20 Members’ reports – 
The Chairman reported that the allotments are now all let.  The Chairman and T Hoile are looking at creating some more plots which are in a different location to originally planned.  More fencing work will be carried out later in the year.  There would be a bill of £150.00 for mowing the Paddock, which has not been rented out this year as the poor state of the fencing makes it difficult to contain livestock.
061/20 Any other business:-There was none.
The meeting ended at 20.50pm.  Next virtual meeting: 15th July 2020
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