Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 14th July 2010 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 
C Hudson


J Newitt


M Seaman


R Simmons

 




R Taylor 
L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
A Gillatt


Cllr C Prescott
63/10
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 9th June 2010 apart from changing the date of Rev Hodgson’s meeting from 29th to 20th July.
64/10
Matters Arising

Traffic Issues – Potholes – still being repaired. Parish site meeting with Aprille Hall is still to be arranged by Chairman.  The Jacobs engineers’ site report of junction at Stalisfield Road was discussed. To remodel the junction would cost £25,000+ so cheaper alternatives are to remark the road lines and junction lines and insert road studs and place marker posts on the up side of the green.  It was agreed that, subject to obtaining funding from Cllr Prescott’s ‘pot’ we would go ahead with relining the junction (£350 – but first, Chairman will see if Kent Highways will do the relining as part of their maintenance), inserting reflective road studs (£100) and providing 3 reflective marker posts (£350). Chairman also to enquire about cost/feasibility of installing a ‘rumble strip’ on the road and to ask Swale to cut back the undergrowth on and around the junction and ask Kent Highways to reinstate the fallen 30mph sign.  Cllr Bowles should be able to fund the £750 cost of Jacobs’ report: Chairman to contact David Hall and Kent Highways who handles his funds.

Painter’s Forstal Road path clearance – the path has still not been cleared, Chairman to speak to Alan Marolia about extending the mowing contract all the way along Painters Forstal Road to the motorway bridge.

Posts on village green – Agreed that Dave Else could replace one post and reinsert another at cost of £80.  

Street lighting maintenance contract – Chairman and Ken Bonner of Direct Tech had onsite meeting locating and numbering all lamps in the parish. There are now a total of 23 lamps.  It was agreed to go ahead with replacement of 9 mercury lamps and also to change all the lamps to photo cells readying them for part-night use (midnight-5am) and to cut back foliage around two lamps. The total cost would be £3,100.  £2,200 had already been earmarked from subsidiary with a provision for using extra from general reserves if required, so it was agreed to go ahead with this total expenditure of £3,100.  Once the work has been completed we will look at the EDF electricity contract with a view to reducing costs (KALC Parish News had information on EON Energy which may be cheaper).  It was agreed that after the summer break the parish council will seek parishioners’ views on switching off street lighting between midnight and 5am 
65/10
Parish Councillor Vacancy

The Chairman urged Councillors to approach anyone who has lived in the parish a long while and who could be interested.  

Dog bin and Water Lane allotments – this is now in place in a suitable location and is being used. Emptying costs £90 pa.


ROSPA playground inspection – the chairman reported the playground repairs are near completion and the ROSPA inspection has been deferred until these are done.


War Memorial – Cllr Simmons reported that Friends of Ospringe Church are interested in taking over the refurbishment. The Chairman reminded the meeting that we have £50 available towards that.


Church and parish noticeboard - Cllr Simmons reported that Friends of Ospringe Church will undertake the repairs. Cllr Hudson to liaise with David Wheatley.
66/10
Planning


SW/10/0829 – Whitehill Cottage, photovoltaic cells ground mounted. No objections.

SW/10/0825 – Pawley Farm, single store rear extension. The Parish Council is not opposed to an extension but feel the depth is a little too great to be well proportioned to the rest of the existing building.


SW/10/0324 – 2 Abbots Hill Cottages, photovoltaic cells roof mounted. Planning Sub Committee had no objections.


SW/10/0691 – Scooks House, ground floor extension. The Planning Sub-Committee had no objections, subject to materials used matching those existing.


Other planning issues:

Land adj. Bayfield/Bay Banks – Tony Dengate had emailed comments in objection, but his overseas email was not receiving parish clerk and Chairman’s responses.  Clerk to attempt to post a copy of our responses to him.


Enforcement matters: 


i) New Barns and ii) Signs and Scaffolding at Willow Farm - Clerk to write to Peter Hinckesman seeking an update on New Barns and the issue of possible commercial usage, and about the signs along the M2 where some have been removed but others have appeared. Cllr Bowles commented that he also has been speaking to Enforcement about this.


Little Kennaways – Clerk to write to Graham Thomas to remind him that the parish council has heard nothing for some time and we would appreciate an update on the matter.

67/10
Finance


Receipts

HM Revenue & Customs VAT refund
£161.11


Payments:


Direct Tech lighting repairs

£12.93


Allotments:


Chairman’s expenses

£10.00


It was agreed that Chairman could also write a cheque to Mr T Hoyle
£35+/-


Of £35 approx for strimmer repairs (exact amount to be confirmed at September meeting)

68/10
Correspondence


Swale Rural Forum – minutes of meeting held 17th June


Mid Kent Steering Group – agenda for meeting held 13th July.  It was noted that the quiet lanes group had been disbanded due to making no headway: Clerk to obtain further information.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – minutes of meeting held 8th June.


London Array – letter to say a large load of transformers will be delivered to Cleve Hill 26-29 July.


KCC Footpath – letter with information about footpath alterations at Throwley.


Kent BTCV – information for Tree Warden Scheme.  Passed to Cllr Dean-Kimili.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent.  Various information leaflets including notification of a meeting offering advice on village halls to be held 21st July – Cllr Hudson will try to attend.


Southern Water – Performance Report


Kent Science Park brochure – passed to Cllr Taylor.


Oast to Coast – passed to Cllr Taylor.


KCC Community Safety Unit newsletter – passed to Cllr Seaman


KALC brochure Being a Good Employer – passed to Chairman


Ashford local parishes traffic forum – email seeking support for rural 50mph speed limit


Kent Archaeological Society – information on project ‘Peopling past landscapes’ – to bring forward for September meeting


NHS Kent Primary Care Agency – notification of public meeting about Tesco Pharmacy application to be held 3rd August.  
69/10
Members’ Reports


Cllr Simmons reported on Lorenden Trust – any transportable wild life from the Sainsbury’s site in Faversham is to come to Lorenden.

Cllr Simmons sought entries from councillors for the Friends of Ospringe Church photographic competition. The deadline is end-August, please submit photos of ‘Seasons of Ospringe’ max size 10x8.  Also a book sale to be held 30th October, donations of books gladly accepted.

70/10
Any Other Business


The Chairman reported that all the judging for Ospringe in Bloom had taken place and the prize giving is on Wed 15th September, all Councillors urged to attend.

Cllrs Taylor and Seaman are concerned about Southern Water and their lack of provision of mains pipes to rural properties, meaning their ‘communication pipes’ stretch for hundreds of yards away from mains pipes with all the issues that could bring and concerns over fire hydrant locations. Clerk to ask Southern Water for a map of the parish showing water main pipes.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 9.45 pm
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