Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd March 2022 in the Church Room, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane.  Social distancing was maintained and face coverings worn as precautions against COVID 19.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously.  The meeting commenced at 7.34pm.  
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
R Simmons
A Bowles 
C Elworthy- arrived 8 pm

Cllr D Simmons - arrived 7.44 pm

K Lockwood - Clerk
Apologies: 
A Greason -personal and work commitments – approved
B Flynn -family commitments – approved

Cllr Rich Lehmann – attending another PC meeting – approved

029/22 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]A Greason, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept

030/22 Covid Restrictions
It was resolved that this would be an agenda item ongoing and would be reviewed on a month by month basis.  
031/22 Public Participation. 
There was no public participation.
032/22 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd February 2022.
033/22 Matters arising

Shepherd Neame’s planning proposals for the Queen Court Barns site:- The Chairman had spoken to J Irwin of Faversham Town Council. The Town Council’s concerns had been discussed, namely traffic issues associated with the site, the height of the building.  FTC were awaiting the formal application.

Unneighbourly behaviour and burning of unsuitable materials:-  There had been no more formal reports to the PC

Highway Matters & Rural Lanes:- The Chairman had spoken to Gary Gibbs about the diversion signs obstructing the view at the Stalisfield Road junction, these had been removed promptly by Gary.  Gary Gibbs would look at the informal passings bays on Porters Lane.  
The Chairman had sent around an email regarding the advisory sign “Not suitable for Heavy Goods Vehicles” that had appeared in Water Lane to the south of Dawson’s Row facing traffic approaching from the south west. It transpired that this had ben erected by KHS following a request from the owner of the house at the junction of Water Lane/A2 which had been suffering damage from large vehicles turning into Water Lane from the A2.

One of the posts on the Forstal was rotten. The Chairman proposed to ask Tony Hoile to install another one.

Action: The Chairman to write to Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane, and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.

Playground:- The matter of the formal walkways requested by a resident is still being looked at – the Chairman had phoned the resident and had left a message for him to contact the Chairman about meeting at the playground.
The Chairman had reported that a branch from a tree had fallen down in the storm. The Chairman had contacted Swale BC who had given consent for the Chairman to remove the tree, which had been done with the assistance of Cllr C Elworthy.  The Chairman thanked Cllr C Elworthy for his help in the matter including previously making safe the fallen branch. The Chairman had reported the tree to Swale BC, if it needs to be felled then it could potentially be replaced with a commemorative tree for the Platinum Jubilee.  

T Hoile had replaced two bolts on the roundabout.

Speed Watch:- No further updates.

Lighting:- The last quarterly charge on the EDF bill had increased significantly. This would be a budget variance.
Action: The Chairman would write to Jeff Tutt to find out whether other PC’s using EDF had experienced similar increases with their bills and to see if there were any alternatives. 
Action: The Chairman to write to Ken Bonner to find out whether the PC can do anything about the bill.

GDPR and Website Review:- B Flynn will be asked to report more fully at the next meeting.

The Location of Fire Hydrants in the Parish:- The information had been collected.
Action: Clerk to establish the next steps.

Grazing Licence:-The sheep grazier was in the process of signing the licence.

Local Plan Review:-We await further information about the next steps going forward.

Covid Outbreak Management Fund:-The chairman had made an application. 

The War Memorial:-Action: The Chairman to get an update.

Councillor emails:-Cllr C Elworthy would review and investigate the 365 platform.

Parishes to Town: Active Travel network:- The Chairman had attended the meeting and a follow up meeting would be arranged.  Action: The Chairman to write to Mr Berendt about the meeting details.

The Clerk had invited the new PCSO Jessica Stocks to the meeting.

The Clerk had signed the petition in support of the PC’s having the ability for councillors to attend meetings remotely.

The Chairman had attended the KALC SAC meeting with G Mynehan and J Freeman. It was clear at the meeting that many parish councils felt let down by the service provided by Swale’s enforcement section, including poor communication which the head of Enforcement had committed to improve. 

The Chairman attended the Eastern Area Committee meeting remotely, principally to ascertain whether the underspent grant funding might still be available for PFCA to apply for.
034/22 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, the Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.

035/22 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

A grant from Swale BC had been confirmed to assist with the celebrations.  The PC discussed whether to purchase a gas or wood beacon.   The Chairman would circulate the beacon details and the PC would look to purchase one.

The Chairman asked the council to give thought to appropriate trees. The Chairman would ask D Macey for his advice. The location of the tree is still to be decided. A green canopy is still a possibility as well as individual trees.

The Clerk had registered the beacon with the Pageant Master. 
PFCA had responded to the Clerk’s email about a meeting re the Jubilee arrangements. Cllr R Simmons and the Chairman would attend. A date would be agreed.  Action: The Clerk would email S Bennett regarding a date to meet.
036/22 Community Hall Funding Request 
The PC’s sub-group had recently met with PFCA, no tender documentation had been produced. An email had been received from the Chair of PFCA about the revised tenders. 

The PC had received no information as yet about the amount of any loan requested from PFCA.
Cllrs C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman had had an online meeting with a legal adviser and Independent Internal Auditor to gauge their ability to advise and assist the parish council. Fees had been discussed. The PC resolved to engage both the adviser and the IIA with a cap on work hours (max 20 hours per person). The Clerk reminded the PC that the expenditure would be over the amount budgeted and would have a significant impact on reserves. 
Action: The Clerk to request the legal advisor and the IIA send a letter of engagement to the parish council.

037/22 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss. 

038/22 Risk Assessment 
The Risk Assessment had been reviewed and the Parish Council agreed that it is considered fit for purpose. 
039/22 Litterpick:-
The Chairman will collect equipment from Swale BC. Some residents will be available to help. 
040/22 Planning 

Planning applications for consideration:
22/500387/FULL Meadow Cottage Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AA. Erection of single storey rear/side extension between garage and dwelling, single storey rear extension to garage, placement of oil tank rear of garage and erection of single storey link extension to barn, creating additional workshop, ancillary to main dwelling. to create additional workshop and placement of an oil tank to rear. We have no objections but being in a sensitive location we have concerns that the barn/workshop at the south west side of the site is overly large. 

22/500620/SUB Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Submission of details pursuant to condition 3 - (Materials conditions schedule for site 2, site 1 to remain still to be discharged), condition 4 (Method Statement for whole site by KB Ecology), condition 5 - (Landscaping and biodiversity details by Hillwood and Co for Site 1. Drawing ref. 0489-21-B-1A, landscaping and biodiversity details by KDS for Site 2. Drawing ref. 1936 - 15 condition 10 - (Cycle storage details - drawing ref. 1936 - 14, 1936 - 16), Condition 11 - (SAP Calculations showing Dwelling Emission Rate for Site 2), condition 13 - (Electric Vehicle Charging Details - drawing ref. 1936 - 14, 1936 - 16), condition 14 - (Landscaping and biodiversity details by Hillwood and Co for Site 1. Drawing ref. 0489-21-B-1A, landscaping and biodiversity details by KDS for Site 2. Drawing ref. 1936 - 15), condition 18 - (Lighting proposals for sites 1 and 2 - drawing ref. 1936 - 11, 1936 - 12, 1936 - 13) in relation to planning permission 19/503077/FULL. 
Given the sensitive location of the site we would prefer the hedges being planted as part of the landscaping to be more mature, denser and a greater height than 0.8m to reduce noise and light pollution. We would like to see provision made for pollinators such as a wildflower area within the landscaping scheme. Also given the sensitive location we would expect any lighting to be designed and maintained so that there is minimal light pollution. We note that according to the plans there are no electrical charge points on site 2 and we feel that there should be. We would also request that a planning condition be placed that construction and tradesmen traffic to and from the site use the Brogdale Road and the A251 rather than the narrow rural lanes.

22/500363/FULL Broomhill Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian and erection of two stables and a tack room. We have no objections in principle but we would prefer the height to the ridge to be somewhat less.

22/500343/REM Karussel Mutton Lane Ospringe ME13 8UH Approval of Reserved Matters with Appearance and Landscaping being sought pursuant to 19/502706/OUT for - (Outline application for the demolition of existing garage and erection of 1no. three bedroom bungalow (Access, Layout and Scale being Sought), as amended by drawing 775:P02A received 18/09/2019). No objections.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Change of Description "The proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to Commercial units for use Class E (Commercial, Business and Service) a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) and the replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6 no commercial units for use Class E a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) on the ground floor and Use Class E g(i) and Use Class F (Local Community) 2(b) on the first floor. The erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated car parking provision". Amended and additional information received 09.03.21 Amendments March 2022. The parish council has considered the latest amendments and additional information. The proposals to create additional commercial/office space will increase vehicular movements, and concern over increasing traffic is a concern the parish council has consistently expressed regarding this application both in its original form and as amended. The location of the site - where access is necessarily via narrow country lanes - makes it unsuitable for further development which would increase traffic volume. We also question the unverified demand for additional commercial space at the location considering that office and commercial space already exists nearby, including at the Brogdale Farm site and allocated for development at Perry Court development.

Planning Applications pending:

22/500124/SUB  Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of details pursuant to condition 8 (detailed repair and alterations specification & programme) of application 19/505890/LBC (partial discharge of condition for Water Lane Barn (Barn 1)

22/500241/SUB: Water Lane Barn Great Barn Court Water Lane Faversham Kent Submission of details pursuant to condition 7 (construction details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC.

21/506401/FULL New Barns Farm Box Lane Painters Forstal Faversham Kent.  Demolition of two conservatories. Alterations to fenestration including 4 no skylights to north and 1 no skylight to south elevations. Increase of cladding. 

This application will be going to planning committee next week. Councillors have other commitments so are unable to attend. Action: The Clerk to write to the committee with the council’s views.

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT. 

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC. 

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL 

21/504336/FULL Ospringe 1 Water Treatment Works Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0EP Installation of a kiosk mounted on a concrete slab at the existing water treatment works site to house an ultraviolet disinfection plant and ancillary equipment. 

21/504692/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 22 - Green infrastructure and biodiversity management plan subject to 15/504264/OUT. 

21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of elderly persons care home.

21/504300/FULL Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SP.  Demolition of existing stables. Erection of new stables and kennels including a dedicated tack room, feed room, toilet and welfare facilities (Part Retrospective).

Action: In light of the reported recent works carried out at the site and the subsequent correspondence with the planning officer, the Chairman would follow up on the Hilltop Farm application with the planning officer and report back at the next meeting.

21/503788/FULL Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with hard and soft landscaping.

21/503789/LBC  Barn 1 Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Listed Building Consent for conversion of the barn to create a three bedroom dwelling with internal and external alterations.

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC. 

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access. Amended plans.

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.
There are still extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions: None to report.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.
041/22 Finance

Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account

Chq no 1543 To Ospringe Church for March meeting £20.00

Chq no 1544 To K Lockwood Clerk’s pay 4th quarter £626.40

Chq no 1545 To Mr Fix It for replacement bolt on roundabout £20.00

Receipts:-

OPC received notification from Swale BC that it has been awarded £143.00 Member’s grant and £650.00 Platinum Jubilee grant.

Allotment Account 
Payments for Approval: 

Chq no 0361 To T Hoile for materials, installation of gates £375.00

Receipts: None to report
EDF bills:- None to report

Expenditure verses budget – variances had been provided and were noted.

The Clerk had circulated a Bank Reconciliation as at 3rd February 2022 and budget monitoring document.

Lionel Robbins has agreed to be Internal Auditor for OPC for the end of year audit of accounts.

After discussion the PC resolved to exempt itself from External Audit for 2021-22 based on the current criteria and guidelines.

042/22 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence received had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
Email from KALC – KALC News January 2022 – noted.
Email from Swale BC – Area Committee meeting – March – Eastern Area 22nd March – noted.
Email from gleamnews re end use of green lanes by recreational; motor vehicles. In Kent ANOB – noted. 
Email from Swale BC planning department “family tree” and enforcement outstanding – noted. 
Email from Planning Officer re Willow Farm – noted. 
Email from Louise Bareham re Parishes to Town: Active Travel network – noted.  
Email from KALC SAC – Minutes & enforcement documents -noted.
Email from KALC NALC Chief Executives Bulletin – 2023 Boundary Review – noted
Email from Cllr A Greason re Public Rights of Way – noted.
043/22 Members’ reports 
Cllr R Simmons reported pot holes on the northern side of the motorway bridge.  At the top of White Hill on the left hand side the tarmac is eroded. Action: The Chairman to report.

044/22 Any other business There was none.
Meeting ended at 9.59pm

Next meeting 6th April 2022 7.30 pm
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