 Ospringe Parish Council 
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 18th March 2015 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30.

Present:		A Keel – Chairman
		R Simmons  - Vice Chairman 
	J Dean-Kimili  
	B Flynn 
	A Greason  	 
		H Williams 
		L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:	P Griffin 
	Cllr A Bowles	
	Cllr C Prescott 

The parish council meeting scheduled for 4th March was cancelled as it was inquorate, and rearranged for 18th March.

024/15	Public Participation

	There was no public participation.

0025/15 Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th February 2015.

026/15	Matters Arising
		Highway matters:  Clerk had written to the KCC Cabinet Member for Highways about Porters Lane traffic restrictions. The Chairman has discussed repairs of the lane with Gary Gibbs, and the extent of the works will require a road closure.  Clerk will write to Norbert Dentressangele with a photograph of the new Porters Lane sign and asking if a standing instruction could be given to their drivers to avoid Porters Lane even when using satnav but to go via A251, A2 and Brogdale Road.  
		Remembrance events – Lorenden Trust have agreed to the poppy event; Clerk will discuss further with Cllr Simmons and then organise with Lorenden School/Swale and local volunteers, to take place Nov 2015.
	Streetlights – Cllr Williams had been in contact with Streetlights about a phased introduction of lighting upgrades, phase one to cost approx. £1,200 and phase two £1,600.  Before OPC goes ahead he will attempt to calculate the wattage/cash savings to be made.
	Meadowbank –  The resident had not yet submitted an application due to a dispute over planning history and necessity for planning permission.  Clerk to seek an update from Jo Milliband.
		Dawsons Row – wood stores/encroachment.  Chairman has visited the site but it appears no worse than previoiusly and so he will not raise the matter with the resident concerned but will monitor the location.
	Ospringe School – Chairman will be speaking to St Johns College about the proposed licensing arrangement for the rear access from the allotments; when that is nearer to resolution he will arrange the meeting with the school governor, himself and Cllr Dean-Kimili.
	Playground repairs and improvements – Two replacement baby swings have been installed. With the assistance of Cllr Bowles, Chairman arranged a site visit with Swale BC who will undertake some maintenance and improvement works of the goalmouth, the playground paths and vegetation.  Swale BC are suggesting that under localism Ospringe parish council could take over responsibility for the playground; agreed that this and other possible community assets will be discussed at a future meeting.
027/15	Election and Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants. There will be an election on 7th May 2015.  Councillors received their nomination papers.

028/16	Champion Hall
	The AGM of the Village Amenities Committee was held on 26th February. Cllr Keel was appointed chairman and Cllr Flynn vice-chairman.  

029/15	Neighbourhood Plan

	Matter ongoing but not progressed because councillors are involved in the Champion Hall project.  

030/15	Planning
	SW/14/614/R Ospringe CE school, non material amendment to alter link bldg. from glazed to rendered: comments hasd been required by 28th February so councillors agreed by email that they had no objections.
	14/500986/AMRCON – Butchers of Brogdale - Removal of condition 1 of approved SW/13/0409 to allow for the permanent use of the meat preparation premises in accordance with condition 7 of approved SW/13/0409.  This application went to Swale Planning Committee on 19th February and was approved.
	14/500804/FULL Coldstream Cottage – proposed extensions and alterations ref 14/500808/LBC and 14/500804/LBC – this application went to Swale Planning Committee on 19th February and was approved.
	SW/14/0321 Willow Farm, Hansletts Lane– Graham Thomas had responded to Clerk about the high fencing; he agreed the fencing was unwelcome but most of it was within permitted development rights although the fencing along Hansletts Lane requires planning permission.  When work on remodelling of the bungalow commences the planning condition regarding landscaping will be engaged at which point it is hoped the council will be able to seek a revised and high standard of landscaping that will see the remaining fencing removed or incorporated into the landscaping so it is less intrusive.
	SW/14/0548  Vicarage Lane wood yard application  This application went to Swale Planning Committee on 19th February and was refused. However the applicant is continuing to operate the business and so Swale enforcement have been informed and Clerk is keeping email records.
	15/501770/SUB Plumford Farm Bungalow Plumford Lane – submission of details re landscaping conditions – councillors to look at papers online and pass any comments to the clerk for Swale planning.
031/15	Finance
	The following cheques were signed by councillors on 4th March 2015:
	Current Account 
	Chq No 1304	KALC for Clerk seminar attendance new audit rules	£25.00	
	Chq No 1305  	CANCELLED	£0
	CHq No 1306	HMRC for clerk wages Jan-March 2015	£108.40
	Chq No 1307	Streetlights payment 4 of street light maintenance contract	£211.12
	Chq No 1308	Casement Signs for Porters Lane highways sign + fitting	£100.38
		Chq No 1310	Liz Melville – Clerk wages Jan-March 2015	£433.40
	 Allotments Account
	Chq No 0267	Tony Hoile for installing new baby swing at PF playground	£15.00
	
	The following cheques were signed by councillors on 18th March 2015:
	Current Account
	Chq No 1309	Swale BC for grass cutting 2014-15	£518.04	
	
	Two further cheques had been signed but not minuted, as follows:
	Current Account
	Chq No 1220	Citizens Advice Bureau donation 2014-15 (April 2014 meeting)	£25.00
	Allotments Account
	Chq No 0261	Andrew Keel for Mad4Mowers Inv No 162493110 brush cutter	£414.00
			(Oct 2014 meeting)
	
		Internal Audit 2014-15:  it was agreed that Mr Kevin Funnell would again be appointed as internal auditor for Ospringe Parish.   Scope of internal audit:
a.	The Minute Book – is the minute book up to date,  is business conducted in accordance with Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and does it properly reflect and record resolutions by the Council, specifically when authorizing amendments to regulations and expenditure of Parish funds.
b.	Standing Orders – are they up to date, ie reflect the latest legislation.
c.	Parish Risk Assessment – does this properly reflect the general and financial level of risk facing the PC and are the measures put in place adequate to reduce that risk as far as is practicable.
d.	Financial Regulations – are they up to date and do they meet the requirements of the risk assessment; are they being followed.
e.	Fixed Asset Register – is this up to date and complete.
f.	Insurance Schedule – is this up to date and is the cover sufficient to cover the goods and chattels belonging to the Parish and to meet any potential liabilities.
g.	Fidelity Guarantee – is this at the correct level: ie cash balances plus half the precept.
h.	Bank Deposits - are these in the most appropriate accounts for interest rates and security.
i.	Reserves - general and specific, in particular are specific (fenced) reserves reasonable for the purpose they are held and are the general (free) reserves appropriate given the size of the precept and need to meet unforeseen liabilities and charges.

	KALC had sent further information about a proposed digital transparency fund to assist smaller councils (under £25,000 turnover) to comply with new digital transparency rules.

032/15	Correspondence

	Election papers 2015 – Nomination packs were received from Swale BC. Councillors are asked to return to Clerk by 30th March for taking to Swale House and checking.  In an uncontested election councillors are confirmed in post by Swale BC as soon as possible after the election day.
	Moat Housing – Clerk had asked for a copy of the nominatin agreement for the social housing at Cade’s Orchard; this is not the document containing the required information so Clerk will write to Graham Thomas at Swale.
		Casement Signs and Graphics – quote for supply of ‘Dangerous bend’ sign for Whitehill.  Councillors agreed this choice of sign may not be appropriate andso Clerk will ask to see a ‘pedestrians on road’ sign.
	Roger Taylor local resident  - email about various road safety concerns including a suggestion for the Eastling /Stalisfield Road junction based on Doddington set-up.
	Swale BC – litterpick can go ahead on 28th March.  Clerk to arrange materials and deliver to councillors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	KALC Swale Area Committee – agenda for meeting held 2nd March.
	Swale Rural Forum – minutes of meeting held 17th February.
	Faversham Local Engagement Forum – agenda for meeting to be held 4th March.
	Swale Joint Transportation Board – agenda for meeting to be held 9th March.
	Swale BC – notification of  Swale Trustee event to be held 19th March.
	Savills – notification of annual visit to Joyce Field/allotments on 3rd June at 5.15.pm.
	Cllr Andrew Bowles – monthly activities update.

033/15	Members’ reports
	Cllr Simmons reported on Friends of Ospringe Church. The church is seeking Lottery funding for extensive roof repairs.

034/15	Any other business
	It was agreed that the 8th April parish council meeting will be cancelled and that the next meeting will be the annual parish council meeting on 13th May at 8.00 pm.  Councillors are asked to note that this will be preceded by the annual parish meeting commencing at the earlier time than usual of 7.00 pm.

	The meeting ended at 10.l5 pm
	Next meeting:  
	Wednesday 13th May 2015 at 7.00pm  (annual parish meeting followed by annual parish council meeting)
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