 Ospringe Parish Council 
__________________________________________________________________________________


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th December 2016 in the Church Rooms, Church of St Peter and St Paul, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:	A Keel –   Chairman
		B Flynn – Vice Chairman 
		R Simmons    
		S Wright 
		I Bowie – Clerk

Apologies:	Cllr A Bowles  
	Cllr C Prescott 
	H Williams
	J Dean-Kimili  
	A Greason
		

128/16	Dispensations
	Councillors B Flynn, A Greason and A Keel have been granted dispensation to deal with matters related to Champion Hall.

129/16	Public Participation
	(Cllr Flynn not present for Public Participation. Cllr Simmons declared an interest in respect of Parsonage Farm Bungalow and did not participate in the discussion.)
	Mr John Burke of John Burke Associates presented details of an appeal against SBC enforcement notice regarding Parsonage Farm Bungalow. He was accompanied by Mr Brown of Parsonage Farm Bungalow. Mr Burke spoke regarding the submission of the wrong plans to SBC by his company and that Mr Brown had built three dormers and a porch to the design and size on unapproved plans. Mr Burke alleged that SBC had refused to consider a retrospective planning application. Mr Burke requested OPC to consider writing to SBC to support Mr and Mrs Brown by agreeing to gabled not hipped dormers and to the constructed size thereby supporting the appeal. The matter was to be discussed by OPC Councillors under agenda item ‘planning,’ later in the meeting.
	Mr Paul Cumberland asked for a discussion regarding his proposal to create local jobs in Ospringe via Wildlife Tours with 10 x log cabin accommodation and a 2-3 bedroom manager lodge. Mr Cumberland was asked to attend the January 2017 meeting to discuss his proposals in principle. Clerk to circulate Mr Cumberland’s email to Councillors prior to discussion at next meeting.
	
130/16 	Signing of minutes
	All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd November 2016.

131/16	Matters Arising
		Highway matters:   Vicarage Lane drainage issue remains outstanding and Chairman has again emailed KHS drainage department for a progress report on several drainage issues but has received no response. Chairman is still awaiting a response to his last email (3rd November). Chairman to follow up.
	Speed limits – No response from Guy Rollinson at Kent Police. Clerk to contact Kent Police to establish who to contact to take this forward.
	Lighting – Chairman and Cllr Williams will discuss with Ken Bonner various parish lighting issues including which lights on the inventory are OPC responsibility.

	Chairman reported that the hanging diffuser close to Halke Cottage has been refixed.
	
	Lorenden School visit – No update regarding traffic issues. Chairman to follow up.

	Perry Court (Section 106 funding). Still no response from Cllr Bowles. To be followed up.

	15/502982/ADV Syndale illuminated advertising. Still no response from Graham Thomas. To be followed up	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Painter’s Forstal BT phone box –   No response from BT re possible removal of phone box and number of 999 calls made over the last 18 months. Clerk to follow up. 
Water Lane – Resident had previously complained to Cllr Dean-Kimili re traffic and parking in Water Lane generated by parent of children at the school. Chairman had contacted Cllr Ted Wilcox who agreed to speak on the matter at Faversham TC meeting as long as the matter was raised in public participation at the meeting by a Faversham resident. When the Chairman sought to arrange this the resident stated that local residents did not wish to matter to be raised at the Faversham Town Council meeting. Chairman to discuss next steps with Ted Wilcox.

132/16	Parish Councillor Vacancies
	There are two parish councillor vacancies and the Chairman urged councillors to continue to encourage suitable applicants. 

133/16		Parish Localism and Community Assets - Review
	It was agreed to postpone this agenda item to the January 2017 meeting. Meanwhile, the Chairman reported that a bid has apparently been submitted by a religious group to the Methodists for the Champion Hall.
134/16	Planning
	16/507570/FULL – Capel Bungalow, Stalisfield Road –application for conversion of loft into habitable space and insertion of dormer and Juliet balcony. We are concerned that the conversion is an unattractive design. The large dormer window does not improve the visual appearance of the proposed development and we are mindful that the site is within the AONB. 

16/508067/FULL – Ospringe School. Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - application for crown lifting of 2 no Lime trees and pruning of 1 Lime tree back to the boundary. We have no objection on the proviso that SBC Tree Conservation Officer is in agreement with the proposed crown lifting and pruning
		
	16/507970/FULL – Lorenden School - Trees in Conservation Area Notification – application, Lime tree: to remove ivy & epicormics growth, tree can be pruned, reduce crown by approx. 5-7 meters. Wellingtonia: to remove the ivy from the crown of the tree, removing torn and hung up branches. Cedar: remove the large stub and various hanging branches. We have no objection on the proviso that SBC Tree Conservation officer is in agreement with the proposed crown lifting and pruning.

	
	16/507502/Full – 1 & 2 Elverland Cottages Easting Road – application for erection of 2 no. two-storey rear extensions to semi-detached properties. We make the following observations: 1. the proposed development would seem to represent a 100 per cent increase in gross internal floor area of each of the two properties, although we recognise that the footprints of the properties do not increase by this amount. We believe that such increases are not normally favoured but we do note that the applicants put forward reasons in the Design and Access Statement why they believe their proposals should be permitted. 2. With regards to the visual appearance a red brick soldier course, at first floor level, has not been carried through into the extension. We feel that this would 'tie' the extension into the existing buildings and improve the visual appearance of the proposed alterations. We are mindful that the site is within the AONB.
	
	16/507543/Full –  Hillside, Well Lane – application for demolition of timber store to rear, erection of first floor rear extension with the creation of balcony to rear, insertion of external staircase, part loft conversion incorporating dormer window to front and erection of front porch, and changes to fenestration. We have no objection.

	APP/V2255/C/16/3159910 – Notification of Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate .Parsonage Farm Bungalow. Parsonage Farm – Appeal against enforcement notice re demolition of existing side and rear extensions, construct new rear extension and front porch, undertake loft conversion of roof space and front dormers. Cllr Simmons declared a potential interest, recused from discussion. We have no objections.
	
	16/507085/ENVSCR The Retreat, Elverland Lane – SBC response. EIA Screening is not necessary
	Mutton Lane development site – Action with Communities in Rural Kent had contacted the parish council to suggest undertaking a housing needs survey in the parish. 



135/16	Finance

	Current Account payments
	Chq No 12	Ospringe Parish Church – room hire 13/10/16 and 2/11/16	£20.00
	
	Allotment Account payments
	Chq No 0292	T Hoile – strimming Plot 111                                           	£20.00
	
	Internal Auditor – Cllrs agreed to appoint Lionel Robbins as the OPC internal auditor. Clerk to contact and arrange a meeting.













	
136/16	Correspondence
	KALC – Grant Funding decision (speedwatch). KCC will provide 50% of the £2000 cost of a speed indicator device. OPC will not pursue at this time
	Kent Police – weekly rural update
Kent & Medway NHS and Social Care Partnership Trust (KMPT) – Mental health support in Kent. Forward details to Cllr’s Dean-Kimili and Greason. 

	Age Concern – Poster re Age UK
	Southern water – Interim Report
		
137/16	Members’ reports
	There were no Members’ reports.

138/16	Any other business

	Dates of meetings for 2017 – to be finalised next meeting.
	
	The meeting ended at 8.55pm
	
	Next meeting: Wednesday 4th January 2017 at 7.30pm
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